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Learning outcomes

To be aware of:

The “FR” family

Entity Relationship Modeling

FRBR Model

To understand:

Works, Expressions, Manifestations and Items
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Contents

“FR” Family

FRBR Primer

Entities and relationships

Exercise

FRBR Group 1

WEMI Exercise

FRBR Groups 2 & 3

Why FRBR?
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Meet the “FR” Family

Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records (FRBR)

Functional Requirements for Authority Data (FRAD)

Functional Requirements for Subject Authority Data (FRSAD)



www.bl.uk 5

FRBR PRIMER

Conceptual Model

a tool to express terms and concepts used 

within a domain and explore their 

relationships
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FRBR PRIMER

Attribute

a quality or feature regarded as a 

characteristic or inherent part of someone or 

something

Entity 

A thing of interest

Relationship

A connection between entities
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RDA Glossary

Relationship Designator

“A designator that indicates the nature of the 

relationship between entities represented by 

authorized access points, descriptions, and/or 

identifiers”
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Example

ENTITY
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Exercise

ENTITY

Attribute:

Title: Functional requirements for 

bibliographic records
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Exercise

ENTITY ENTITY
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Exercise

Copy of FRBR British Library

ENTITY ENTITY
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Exercise

Copy of FRBR British Library

ENTITY ENTITYRELATIONSHIP

DESIGNATOR
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Exercise

Copy of FRBR British LibraryOwned by / Owner of

ENTITY ENTITYRELATIONSHIP

DESIGNATOR
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What’s this?
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Work

“distinct intellectual

or artistic creation”

I should keep a diary…
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Expression

“intellectual realisation of a work”

What language will I write it in…
Afrikaans
Dutch
English
Tswana…?
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Manifestation

“physical embodiment of an expression”

• Manuscript

• Book

• Digitized MSS
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Item

“single exemplar of a manifestation”

“My copy”

“Second hand”

“Condition rather poor”



www.bl.uk 23



www.bl.uk 24

Group 1 entities

• Work

• Expression

• Manifestation

• Item



www.bl.uk 25

Diagrams (1)

In: Functional requirements for bibliographic records : final report / IFLA Study Group on the 
Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records ; approved by the Standing Committee of 
the IFLA Section on Cataloguing. – As amended and corrected through February 2009, p. 14. 
(Also http://www.ifla.org/VII/s13/frbr/ p. 19)

Group 1 entities and primary relationships
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Diagrams (2)

In: Functional requirements for 
bibliographic records : final report / 
IFLA Study Group on the Functional 
Requirements for Bibliographic Records 
; approved by the Standing Committee 
of the IFLA Section on Cataloguing. – As 
amended and corrected through Feb 
2009, p. 15. (Also 
http://www.ifla.org/VII/s13/frbr/ p. 20)

Group 2 entities and “responsibility” relationships
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Diagrams (3)

In: Functional requirements for bibliographic 
records : final report / IFLA Study Group on the 
Functional Requirements for Bibliographic 
Records ; approved by the Standing Committee of 
the IFLA Section on Cataloguing. – As amended 
and corrected through February 2009, p. 16.
(Also http://www.ifla.org/VII/s13/frbr/ p. 21)

Group 3 entities and “subject” relationships
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So, what’s the point?
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So, what’s the point?



www.bl.uk 31

So, what’s the point?
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